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about him than we usually suspect. Just consider baby a de-
lightful toy. Allow yourself all the possible pleasure in watching
him and treating him as a plaything. Then, when he gets a little
older, when the things he does are no longer cute, but make you
ashamed of him, scold him, shake him, and punish him for doing
the very things that he has unconsciously been trained to do.
Have we overdrawn the picture? Have you ever seen chil-
dren treated as above—perhaps your own ?
Baby's Chances Greatly Lessened. The course outlined
above will invariably lessen baby's chances of reachiivg that
standard physically, mentally, or morally for which he has po-
tential possibilities. There is a more or less arbitrary standard
in our mind that is considered normal. If our child comes some-
where near this in general, and does not fall too far short in any
one particular, we are satisfied and thankful that things are no
worse. It is a fact, however, that no child or individual of any
age is as fine or as near perfection as he might have been, be-
cause no one knows all there is to know about child rearing, and
none of us do as well as we know. But if in a spirit of consecra-
tion to the object of making our child reach the highest possible
standard, we devote ourselves to the study, persistent applica-
tion, and effort that would make it possible for us to follow a more
nearly ideal program in caring for the developing man or woman
placed in our care, there is no question that the finished product
would in most cases far outreach what is now considered normal.
Expect Great Things- Children are born, each with differ-
ent inherent possibilities. Let us so study that by our training
each child may come much nearer his possible high standards,
and in this way not only make our own children better, but raise
the average normal line. Do not plan for him just to get by, but
from the very beginning devote yourself to the program for him
that will insure the development of the very best that is in him.
How Not to Spoil Him. The only way not to spoil baby is to
take him more seriously. Treat him with the respect due a man-
in-the-making, and give him the chance he needs. We cannot al-
ways reform our friends, but, by taking the right attitude, we, as
parents, can do much to offset the wrong attitudes of baby's many
admirers.

